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Case II. A boy aged 10 had chronic eczema on the thighs and legs for two 
years. The medical man who sent him wrote: “ He has been to all the surgeons 
in the neighbourhood, and no one appears to do him any good.” He was ad¬ 
mitted on May 23d. Similar treatment to that of the first case was employed, 
and he also was discharged cured on June 13th. 

In addition to the above, Dr. Crocker has treated more than twenty out-patients 
during the last six weeks with this remedy. Six have been quite cured, and the 
rest are still under treatment; but all are improving—some very rapidly—in 
spite of the disadvantages attending out-patient treatment, owing to imperfect 
removal of crusts, the intermittent application of the dressings, etc. 

The oleate of zinc ointment is a remedy of the same class as Hebra’s unguen- 
tum diachyli; and, while beneficial in all forms of eczema, its most striking effects 
are seen in the discharging stage, and, so far as Dr. Crocker’s experience has 
gone, it never seems to do harm in any case, as happens when stimulating reme¬ 
dies are injudiciously applied. 

Since writing the above, three months ago, Dr. Crocker has treated a large 
number of cases with this remedy, with most satisfactory results, so that he can 
with confidence recommend it as one of the most useful preparations for eczema 
that we possess. 

Inflammatory Fungoid Neoplasm. 

At the late meeting of the American Dermatological Association (Archives of 
Dermatology , Oct. 1878) Dr. Duhring, of Philadelphia, reported a case of this. 
The first affection of the skin from which the patient (a married lady of fifty- 
eight) ever suffered was an acute attack of what seemed to have been vesicular 
eczema, in August, 1876. This was followed by repeated attacks of urticaria, 
showing excessive irritability of the skin; and in October of the same year the 
first manifestation -of the present disease made its appearance. This was a red 
spot on the right side of the forehead, of the size of a dime, not inflammatory, 
and looking like a superficial burn. 

It gradually increased in size, and in August, 1877, began to rise slowly above 
the level of the skin, when it assumed a purplish hue, and presented the appear¬ 
ance of a boil. There were no subjective symptoms. Later, a number of tumours, 
of various character and sizes, appeared on the forehead, scalp and face, and also 
upon the trunk and extremities, most of them coming very suddenly, and some 
of them disappearing almost as rapidly. Later, some of them gave rise to con¬ 
siderable pain, and also to intense itching. In one day nine new, small tumours 
came upon the scalp, they were like gristle to the touch, freely movable, and 
soon disappeared ; also there appeared, without her knowing when, tumours upon 
her buttocks and back. 

Dr. Duhring saw her first October 25, 1877. The previous history, as given 
by patient, Dr. D. thinks reliable, she being a remarkably intelligent woman. 
When seen by Dr. D. the lesion involving the right side of the forehead (the 
original lesion), was of the size of a half cherry, of a raspberry colour, tense, con¬ 
taining no pus, tuberculated and furrowed. Inside of right arm was an oval 
patch, dull red in colour.' The natural lines of the skin were exaggerated. 
There was another tumour in the posterior fold of right axilla. Several patches 
were upon the abdomen. There was a patch in the groin half an inch in height, 
shape of a hen’s egg, and smooth. There was much dusky yellow pigmentation. 
On October 26th Dr. Duhring observed a new lesion that had appeared since the 
night before. It was near the nipple, olive-shaped, rough, of a deep pinkish 
colour, soft and supple—not inflammatory, not changing colour on pressure. It 
was evident that while tumours were continually appearing, they were almost as 
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rapidly disappearing. Some were persistent, as those upon forehead. Some 
lesions grew with great rapidity. The growths extended over forehead, eyebrow, 
and scalp, both flat and tubereulated. Some of the patches disappeared as 
rapidly in a few days. One tumour upon the left cheek softened and suppurated. 
This tumour, after it had existed three months, was excised. Its cut surface was 
grayish yellow, and firm, like sarcoma. Its weight was one ounce. 

Under the microscope (X300), specimens of integument from them presented 
the following characters: The whole of the corium was infiltrated with a new 
growth, the cells being more abundant in its deeper portions. The walls of the 
hair-follicles were also packed with neoplasm. The cells were homogeneous in 
character, not being nucleated, as a rule. Some of them, however, had nuclei. 
There wgre but few spindle-cells, as far as could be seen; nor was the connective 
tissue or elastic-fibre bundles conspicuous. 

New developments continued to manifest, themselves from time to time, and on 
July 2, 1878, Dr. Duhring strangulated a large tumour on the left cheek with a 
ligature. On July 4th ablation was performed, and this was followed by severe 
hemorrhage ; but the operation finally resulted in the most successful manner. 
This tumour was presented to the Association, and although it had been kept in 
alcohol, it was still of the size of a very large horse-chestnut. It weighed one 
ounce when first removed Before this time the internal administration of iodide 
of sodium, and later of arsenic, had been tried ; but instead of being of any ser¬ 
vice, they both seemed to greatly aggravate the disease. 

Dr. Duhring regarded the affection not only as new, but of such a grave cha¬ 
racter as to make it deserving of the closest study. Its course seemed entirely at 
variance with the ordinary manifestations of disease, and the fact that the general 
health remained unimpaired seemed to indicate that it was confined exclusively 
to the integument. There were’two principal lesions—the flat patches and the 
round, tumour-like growths. The former were of various sizes, slightly elevated, 
dry, scaly, chapped-looking, and furrowed, and were followed by dirty, yellow 
pigmentation. The tumours varied in size from that of a split-pea to that of an 
egg, some being soft and others firm to the touch. They were either smooth and 
tense, or else had an excoriated surface, from which oozed serous and bloody 
fluid, and they were distinctly furrowed or lobulated. The subjective symptoms 
were principally itching, with occasional pain and a burning sensation. One of 
the most remarkable features of the disease was the exceedingly rapid develop¬ 
ment, and sometimes equally rapid disappearance, of the lesions noted. When 
the tumours underwent involution, pigmentation was usually left, but no perma¬ 
nent scars. Hebra first met with a case of this affection in 1872. He described 
it as new, and simply called it neoplasma He met with a second case in 1874, 
which had been described by Hans Hebra and Geber; and these Dr. Duhring 
believed were the only two cases on record. During the course of the reading 
of the paper Dr. Duhring presented microscopical specimens from his case, as 
well as photographs and paintings representing its gross appearances ; and at its 
conclusion exhibited the patient herself, whom he had induced to come on from 
Philadelphia. 

The patient pointed out several large tumours upon different portions of the 
body, which had appeared in the few weeks’ interval of Dr. Duhring’s absence 
from Philadelphia. Some of these were quite as large as pigeon's eggs, and were 
already undergoing involution, the process beginning in the centre. A remark¬ 
able feature was the perfectly normal condition of the skin at the points where 
tumours had been, but had disappeared. There was not the slightest evidence of 
interstitial absorption. 



